Plate XVIII-Carpenteria califomica. Upper figure showin g a group of plants growing in a moist ravine, ahove Tollhouse, Fresno Co., May, 1933 . Below, detail of one of these plant with leaf-shape and large white flowers with many ye llow stamens. Photos by C. B. Wolf.
inflorescence and hang down, so that this feature imparts a characteristic aspect to this interesting shrub.
In the Pasadena, California area Carpenteria californica has been observed in two cultivated locations where it has thrived for many years. A large specimen has been growing in the garden of Mrs. Charles Francis Saunders on North Lake Avenue for over thirty years, where it was planted by Mr. Saunders; and a smaller one in the writer's garden in Pasadena Glen for ten years. Mrs. Saunders advises me that this section of her garden does not receive any summer watering and practically no shade from tall trees. In my garden it is growing in decomposed granite soil in the shade of tall Quercus agrifolia in association with Prunus ilicifolia and Camellia japonica. As the camellias get considerable summer watering from overhead sprinklers, the Carpenteria does also, with the result that the leaves remain green and fiat. In its native haunts, and in Mrs. Saunders' garden, the leaves dry in early summer and are strongly inrolled.
This evergreen is closely related to Philadelphus but has petals of 5 to 8 instead of 4. The exquisite pure white of the petals with the mound of clear yellow stamens makes it an outstanding flowering shrub in the wilds, or any garden. 'Vell grown healthy specimens often have flowers three inches in diameter, which exude a pleasant and delicate fragrance. It is a member of the Saxifrage Family.
Interesting data concerning its resistance to low temperatures were collected in England and published in the Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society in 1916-17. It was slightly hurt in some locations at 12° to 17° Fahrenheit. Other plants were badly hurt at from 7° to 16° and in two cases were cut to the ground at 15°.
In my garden, elevation 1375 feet, in considerable shade, blooming time is usually May 20 to June 10, depending on the season.
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden Superintendent, Percy Everett, tells me it is not difficult to grow from seed, which is very fine and dust-like, if it is planted in chopped sphagnum moss.
The genus was founded and first described by John Torrey in 1853, from the specimen collected by Fremont, and named after a friend who had just died, Prof. Carpenter of Louisiana.
After Fremont's discovery in 1845, although many attempts had been made to discover its locality, it was not until September 4, 1876, that flowering specimens were exhibited by Gustav Eisen at a meeting of the California Academy of Sciences. These were identified by Dr. Albert Kellogg.
So finally the shrub had been rediscovered in the Sierra foothills at Grapevine Spring on the mountain road between Tollhouse and Ockenden in Fresno County.
If planted under the right conditions, this rare California endemic is worthy of a place in any garden and has been cultivated in England since 1885.
